atitim, 


Mm ineng 
nice, 
MS are 


‘ Fort. 
urk ifb 


ept in 
uling 


’ Nums.. XXIII. 


The SPECTATOR. 





Sevit atrox Volfcens, nec telt confpicit ufguam 


Auttorem nec quo fe ardens 


tmmuttere poffit. Vir. 





- Tuefday, March 27, 1711. 





of fecret Stabs to 2 Man’s Reputation. 
Lampoons and Satyrs, that are written 
with Wit and Spirit, are like poifon’d Darts, which 
not only infli& a Wound, but make it incurable, 
For this Reafon I am very much troubled when I 
fee the Talents of Humour and Ridicule in the 
Poffeffion of an ill-natured Man. There cannot be 
a greater Gratification to a barbarous and inhuman 
it, than to ftir up Sorrow in the Heart ot a pri- 
vate Perfon, to raife Uncafinefs among near Ke 's1i- 
ons, and to expofe whole Families to Derifion, ai 
the fame’ time that he remains unfeen and undif- 
covered. If, befides the Accomptifiments of being 
Witty and Hi-natured, a Mar is vicious into the 
bargain, he is cne of the mott miichievous Crea- 
tures that can enter into a Civil Society. His Satyr 
wili then chiefly fa!i upon thoit who ovght to be 
the moft exempt from it. Virtue, Merit, and every 
thing that is Praife-worthy, will be made the Sub- 
je@ of Ridicule and Buffuonry. It is impoffible 
to enumcrate the Evils which arife from thefe Ar- 
rows that fly in the dark, and I know no other 
Excufe that is or can be madt for them, than that 
the Wounds they give are only Imaginary, and 
produce nothing more than a fecret Shame or Sor- 
tow in the Mind of the fuffering Perfon. It muft 
indeed be confefs’d, that a Lampoon or a Satyr do 
not carry in them Robbery or Murder ; but at the 
fame time, how many are there that would not ra- 
ther lofe a confiderable Sum of Mony, or even Life 
it felf, than be fet up as a Mark of Infamy and De- 
tifion? And in this Cafe a Man fhould confider, 
that an Jnjury is not to be meafured by the Notions 
of him that gives, but cf hii that receives it. 


HERE is ay that. more betrays a 
bafe, ungenerous Spirit, than the giving 


“Thofe who can put the beft Countenanee upon 
the Outrages of this nature which are offered them, 
are not without their fecret Anguifh. I have often 
obferved a Paflage in Socrates’s Behaviour at his 
Death, in a Light wherein nope of the Criticks have 


confidered it. That excellerit Man, entertaining 
his Friends a little before he drank the Bow! of 
Poifon with a Difcourfe on the Immortality of the 
Soul, at his entering upon it fays, that he does mot 
believe any the moft Comick Genius can cen- 
fare him. for talking upon fuch a Subje& at fuch 2 
Time. This Paflage, 1 think, evidently glances upon 
Ariftophanes, who writ a Comedy on purpofe to 
ridicule. the Ditcourfes of that Divine Philotopher: 
't has been obferved by m.ny Writers, that Socrates 
was fo little moved at this pieceof Buffoonry, that 
he was feveral times prefent at its being acted 

on the Stage, and never expreffed tise leaft Refent- 
ment of it. But with Submiffion, | think the Re- 
mark: I have here made fhows us that this unwor- 
thy: Treatment made an Impreffion upon his Mind, 
though he had been too wife to difcover it, 


When Fulius Cafar was Lampoon’d by Catul- 
lus, heanvited him to-a Supper, and treated him 
with fuch a generous Civility, thit he made the 
Poet his Friend ever after. Cardinal Mazarine gave 
the fame kind of Treatment tothe Learned Qusllet, 
who had refle&ied upon his Eminence in a famous 
Latin Poem. The Cardinal fent for him, and after 
fome kind: Expottulations upon what he had written, 
affured him. of his Efteem, and difmitled him with 
a Promife of the next good Abby that fhould fall, 
which he accordingly conferr’d upon him in a few 
Months. after. is had fo. good an Effect upon 
the Author, that he dedicated the fécond Edition of 
his Book to the Cardinal, after having expunged 
the Paflages whiclr had given him Offence. 


Sextus Quintus was not of fo generous and for- 

‘ giving a Temper. Upon, his being made Pope, 
the Statue of Pafguix was one Night dreffed in a 
very dirty Shirt, with an Excufe written under it, 
that he was forced to wear foul Linnen becaufe his 
Laundrefs was made a Princefs. This was a Re- 
fletion upon the Pope’s Sifter, who, before the 
Promotion of her Brother, was in thofe mean Cir- 
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ciimflaneés that Pafguin reprefented her. As this 
Pafquinade made a great noife in Rome, the Pope 
offered a Confiderable Sum of Mony to any Perfon 
that fhould difcover the Author of it, The Author 
relying upon his Holinefs’s Génerofity, as.alfo'on 
fome private Overtures which he had received from 
him, made the Difcovery himfelf; upon which the 
Pope gave him the Reward he had promifed, but 
atthe fame time, to difable the Satyrift for the fu- 
ture, ordered his Tongue to be cut out, and both 
his Hands to be chopped off. Aresine is too tritean 
Inttance. Every one knows that all the Kings of 
Exrope were his Tributaries. Nay, thereis a Letter 
of his extant, in which he makes his Boafts that 
ke had laid the Sophi of Perfié under Contribution. 


Though in the various Examples which I have 
here drawn together, thefe feveral great Men behaved 
themfelves very differently towards the Wits of the 
Age who had reproached them, they all of them 
i fhowed that they were very fenfibleof their 

eproaches, and confequently that they received 
them as very great Injuries. For my own part, I 
would never trait a Man that I thought was ‘ca- 
pable of giving thefe fecret Wounds, and cannot 
but think that he would hurt the Perfon, whofe 
Reputation he thus aifaults, in his Body or in his 
Fortune, could he do it with the fame Security. 
There is indeed fomething very barbarous and in- 
human in the ordinary Scriblers of Lampoons. An 
Innocent young Lady fhall be expofed, for an-un- 
happy Feature. A Father of a Family turn’d to 
Ridicule, for fome domeftick Calamity. A Wife 
be made uneafy all her Life, for a mifinterpreted 
Word or A&ion. Nay, a'good, a temperate and 
a juft Man, thall be put out of Countenance, 
by the Reprefentation of thofe Qualities that fhould 
do him Honour. So pernicious a thing is Wit, 
when it is not tempered with Virtue and Humani- 
ty. 


I have indeed heard of heedlefs, inconfiderate 
Writers, that without any Malice have facrificed the 
Reputation of their Friends and Acquaintance to a 
certain Levity of Temper, and a filly Ambition of 
diftinguithing themfelves by a Spirit of Raillery and 
Satyr: As it it were not infinitely more honourable 
to be a Good-natured Man, thana Wit. Where 
there is this little petulant Humour in an Author, 
he is often very mifchievous without defigning to 
be fo. For which Reafon I always lay it down 
as a Rule, that an indifcreet Man is more hurt- 
ful than an ill-natured one; for as the fogner will 
only attack his Enemies, and thofe he wihhes ill 
to, the other injures indifferently both Friends and 
Foes. I cannot forbear, on this occafion, tranf- 
cribing a Fable out of Sir Roger L’ Eftrange, which 
accidentally lies beforeme. * A Company of Wag- 
€ gifh Boys were watching of Frogs at the fide of a 
* Pond, and ftill as any of ’em put up their Heads, 
* they’d be pelting them down again with Stones. 
‘ Children (fays one of the Frogs) yom sever confi- 
* der that though this’ may be Play to you, ’tis Death 


* to Hs. 


As this Week is in a manner fet apart and dedi- 
cated to Serious Thoughts, I thall indulge my felf 
in fuch Speculations as may not be altogether un- 
fuitable to the Seafon; and in the mean time, as 


the fettling in our {elves a Charitable Frame of Mind 
is 2 Work very proper for the Time, I have in this 
Paper endeavour’d to expofe that particular. Breach 
of Charity which has been generally over-look'd by 
‘Divines, beeaufe they are but few .who can be 
guilty-of it. / a : 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


A large, pleafaxt Hcufe at Peckham go be Lett (or the 

Leafe of 13 Years io be fuld) with a Coach-houfe, Stables, Ou 
Cffi es, large Gardens aad ( ourt-Yard walled in, Well planted, and 
adorned, with 10 Acres ot Patiure edjoyning, in a fine Air, frated 
on a Gravil, Enquire ot Mr. Warner a Goldimith witkout - Tem. 
ple Bar, er at the Red Cow at Peckham, 

Jutt publith'd the 3d Edition of, 

- The Works of the Right Reverend and Learned 
Ezekiel Hopkins, late Lord Bihop of London-Derry in Irelan:, Cob 
lected into ome Volume. . Containing; I. The Vanity of the World, 
It. A Practical Expofhtién on the Ten Commandmenes. HL An Ex 
pofition on the Lora’s-Zrayer, with a Catechiftical Explication 
shervof, vy way os Queftien and Aniwer. 19. Several Sismons and 
Difc_uries on divers important S.bjects. With an Al; havetical Te 
bie to the Whole, Printed for J. Rudinfon, a. and J. Churchil, J. Tay. 
lo;, j. Wyat, and D. Midwinte:. 


Juft publith’d the 2d Edicion of, 
The Original and Inftitution of Civil Govern 


ment Diicufs’', viz. I An Examination of tie Patriarcnal Sch: me 
ot Goverument. IT. A Defence of Mr. Houker's judgment, &c. a. 
gainit the O. jections .cf &veral late Writers. To which is added, 
A large Anfwer to Dr. ¥. Atterbury’s Charge of ixebellion ; In 
which the Sub:tance of his late Latin Sermon is produced, and t-lly 
Examin'd. By Benj.Hoadly, M.A. Redtor of St. Peter’s poor. The 2d’ 
Ecition. Frinted tor J.Knapien at the Ciown in St. Paxi’s Church. 
yard: Woere may be had Mr. Hoadly’s V.eufures of Submiflion 
the 3d Edition, and his Detence o! Bpifcopal Ordinaion, in 8vo. 


_ASurvey of the Microcofm ; or, The Anatomy 
of tae Bodies ot Man and woman; whercin the Skin,Veins, Arteries, 
Nerves, Muictes, Vifcera, Bones and Ligauients thereof are accurately 
deiineated, and fo dilpos’d by Patting, as that all che Parts of us 
Bodies, buth Internal and External, are exadily reprelerted ia thc 
Proper Site, By Michael spaher, and Corrected by Dr.Havecs. The 
2u Edition, Pr. 10s. Printed tor D. Midwinter at the 3 Ciowns inst, 
pavl’s Church-yard, 


Anthropologia Nova ; or, A New Syftem of Ana- 
tomy, Deferibing the Animal OEconomy, and a thort Rationale of 
many L\fempers incident to Humane Bodies. In which are inferted 
divers Anatomical Difcoverits, and Medicinal Oblervations, with the 
Hittory of the Parts, Iiluftcated with above 8o Figures, drawn aiter 
the Lite: And to every Chapter a Syliabus of the Pacts delcited, 
tor the Inltruétisn of young Aoatomilts ey James rake, Mv, 
iN wo Vols 8vo, Printed tor W. Innys at tlhe Prince’s Arms in St, 
Pauls Church-yard, 


The ath Bdition of, The new Affociation of thofe 
call’d Moderate Church. Micn with the Medern Whigs and Fanaticks 
to Undermine and Blow up the prefent Church and Government, 2 
Parts. Pr.ts.6d. The 3d Edition of Caffandra, but Shore not, tell. 
ing what will come ofit , 2 Parts. Pr.as.6d. The Memorial of the 
Presbyterians,S&cc. Pr.1s. The 2d Rdition of the Memorial of the 
Church of England, ey offer'd to the Confideration of afl rue 
Lovers of our Church Conftitution ; with Remarks upon the 
whole Paragraph by Paragraph. Pr. 1s. The 2d Edition of the Cafe 
of the Ghureh of England’s Memorial fairly fated, with a Parallel be. . 
tween that and the Diet of Poland. Pr. ts. The 3d Edition of Dr. 
Sacheverell’s Charadter of a Low-Churchman. Pr6d. and his Rights 
of the Church of England Afferted and Proved , ad Edit. Pr. rs. 6d. 
Galienus Redivivus, or, Murther will out: Being a trué Account 
of the De- Witting of Glencoe and Gaffney,&c. Pr. 6d. Fadtion Dif- 

lay’d. Moderation Difplay’d. 6d. cach. Hudibras Redivivus, in 24 
rts, by B.Ward. 6d.each. Bif-t Be--it , concerning fome Remark- 
ables of that Thing. Pr.6d. All fold by G.Sawbridge in Litsle-Britain 

Political Arithmatick ; or, A Difcourfe concerning 
the Extent and Value of Lands, People, Buildings, Husbandry, Manv- 
facture, Commerce, Filbery, Artizans; Seamen, Soldiers; Publick Re- 
venues, Intereft, Taxes, Superlucration, Regiltries, Banks, Valuation of 
Men: Increafing of Seamen, of Militias, Harbours, Situation, Ship- 
ping, Power at Sea, &c. as the fame relates to every Country in ge~ 
neral, but more particularly to the Territories of ter Majelty of 
Great Britain, aud Her Neighbours of tholland, Zealand, and France. 
By Sir Wm Petty, late Fellow of the Royal Sxiety. Sold by H. and 
G, Mortlock at the Phzaix in St. Paul's Church-yard, = 





LONDON: Printed for Sam.’ Buckley, at the Delphin in Little-Britein ; and 
Sold by 4. Baldwin in Warwick- Lane, where Advertifements are taken in; 
as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corncr of Beaxford- Buildings rs 
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